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COP stands for Conference of the Parties. 

‘Parties’ are the signatories of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
- a treaty agreed in 1994 which has 197 Parties (196 
countries and the EU). 

COP26 

Glasgow Evening Times 



• A global framework to avoid dangerous climate change by 
limiting global warming to well below 2°C and pursuing 
efforts to limit it to 1.5°C  

• Almost all countries signed up 

• Countries to publish national plans setting out how much 
they would reduce their emissions - known as Nationally 
Determined Contributions, or ‘NDCs’ 

• Every five years they would come back with an updated, 
more ambitious plan. 

The background to COP26 –  
Paris 2015 (COP21) - The Paris Agreement 



However... 

• The targets announced in Paris would result in warming 
above 3C by 2100, compared to pre-industrial levels 

• Shipping and aviation are not mentioned 

• Emissions reduction targets are not legally binding - no 
punishments for countries missing them 

The background to COP26 –  
Paris 2015 (COP21) - The Paris Agreement 



“By comparison with what it could have been, it’s a miracle. 
By comparison with what it should have been, it’s a 
disaster” 

The background to COP26 –  
Paris 2015 (COP21) - The Paris Agreement 

The Guardian, 12th December 2015 



The Paris Agreement entered into force on 
4th November 2016, and has been signed by 
191 countries (and the EU) and ratified by 
185 (July 2021). 

The background to COP26 –  
Paris 2015 (COP21) - The Paris Agreement 



2016: COP22  Marrakesh 
2017: COP23  Bonn (Fiji) 
2018: COP24  Katowice, Poland 
2019: COP25  Madrid (Chile) 

• Mostly involved technical negotiations on the 
implementation of the Paris Agreement – the ‘Paris 
Rulebook’ 

• the ‘Paris Rulebook’ was adopted in 2018 

• The Rulebook provides guidance on governance, 
transparency, finance, timelines, etc. 

The background to COP26 –  
2016 to 2019 



“Human influence has 
warmed the climate at a 
rate that is unprecedented 
in at least the last 2000 
years” 

The background to COP26 –  
the latest science 

Climate Change 2021: The Physical 
Science Basis, IPCC , July 2021 

Egor Vikhrev/Unsplash  



“Human-induced climate 
change is already affecting 
many weather and climate 
extremes in every region 
across the globe.” 

Climate Change 2021: The Physical 
Science Basis, IPCC , July 2021 

The background to COP26 –  
the latest science 

Egor Vikhrev/Unsplash  



Pre-COP26 activities 

20-26 Sept. CLIMATE WEEK (New York City) 
Brings together business and government leaders.  

28-30 Sept. YOUTH4CLIMATE: DRIVING AMBITION (Milan) 
Almost 400 young people will discuss the negotiations that will take 
place at the Pre-COP26 and COP26. 

30 Sept. - 3 Oct.  PRE-COP26 (Milan) 
 A preparatory meeting for COP26, to discuss key political aspects of 

the negotiations, to find solutions to outstanding issues and set the 
tone for COP26. 

28 - 31 Oct.  GLOBAL CONFERENCE OF YOUTH (COY16) (Glasgow) 
Organised in conjunction with the COP26 Youth Engagement Team 
within the COP26 Presidency. 

30-31 Oct.  G20 LEADERS' SUMMIT (Rome) 
Brings together the world’s major economies to address shared 
challenges.  

Glasgow Evening Times 



COP26 – Arrangements 

Dates: 31st Oct. –12th Nov. 2021 

President: Alok Sharma 

Participants: UNFCCC member countries 

Organized by: United Kingdom and Italy 

Location: Glasgow, SEC Centre 

The Blue Zone: national delegations, UN and related organisations, the 

media, non-profit observer organisations 
Formal negotiations, technical briefings, etc 

The Green Zone: the general public 

Workshops, art exhibitions, presentations, demonstrations of technology 
and musical performances 

Glasgow Evening Times 



1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 degrees 
within reach 

2. Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats 
3. Mobilise finance 
4. Work together to deliver 

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 

Glasgow Evening Times 



1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 
degrees within reach 
Countries are being asked to come forward with ambitious 2030 emissions 
reductions targets that align with reaching net zero by the middle of the 
century. 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

Glasgow Evening Times 



NDCs are non-binding national plans highlighting: 

• climate actions  
• targets for GHG emission reductions  
• policies and measures governments aim to implement as 

a contribution to the Paris Agreement goals  

2020 marked the end of the first of the five year cycles. 
Countries are expected to update their 2030 targets before 
meeting in Glasgow.  

Emissions reductions targets – 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)  

Maxim Tolchinskiy/Unsplash 



Emissions reductions targets – 
The UK’s NDC  

The UK submitted its NDC to the UNFCCC secretariat in 
December 2020 

This commits the UK to reducing economy-wide greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 68% by 2030, compared to 1990 
levels, and net-zero by 2050 

Maxim Tolchinskiy/Unsplash 



The UK’s national target for 2030 is rated by Climate Action 
tracker as "Insufficient".  

The “Insufficient” rating indicates that the UK's climate 
commitment in 2030 is not consistent with holding warming to 
well below 2°C, let alone limiting it to 1.5°C as required under 
the Paris Agreement.   

Climate Action tracker  

Emissions reductions targets – 
The UK’s NDC  
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Emissions reductions targets – 
NDC s worldwide 

Maxim Tolchinskiy/Unsplash 

Climate Action tracker  



Current NDCs submitted under the Paris Agreement are 
predicted to lead to global average temperatures rising around 
3°C by 2100 compared to pre-industrial levels, with risks of even 
more severe climate outcomes .  

CCC: The Sixth Carbon Budget The UK's path to Net Zero 

Emissions reductions targets – 
NDC s worldwide 

Maxim Tolchinskiy/Unsplash 



Emissions reductions targets – 
NDC s worldwide 

Maxim Tolchinskiy/Unsplash 

Climate Action tracker  



 Problems with the strategy of voluntary commitments 

Greenwashing: each country chooses its own: 

• baseline year (one with high GHG emissions) 
• metric (peak emissions, relative to GDP, per capita …) 
• timeframes 
• what GHG emissions and economic sectors are covered 
• legal status of the emissions target 
• whether to include GHG reductions outside its own borders 
• contingencies (development of nuclear energy, funding …) 

Free riders: NDCs are voluntary - there is no enforcement 
mechanism. This strengthens the temptation not to keep to 
pledges 

Emissions reductions targets – 
NDC s worldwide 

Maxim Tolchinskiy/Unsplash 



What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 

Glasgow Evening Times 

1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and 
keep 1.5 degrees within reach 
To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will 
need to: 
• accelerate the phase-out of coal 
• curtail deforestation 
• speed up the switch to electric vehicles 
• encourage investment in renewables. 

1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and 
keep 1.5 degrees within reach 
To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will 
need to: 
• accelerate the phase-out of coal 
• curtail deforestation 
• speed up the switch to electric vehicles 
• encourage investment in renewables. 



UK territorial emissions are down by 41% since 1990 

The phase-out of coal - UK 

BEIS (2020) 2019 UK Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Provisional Figures; BEIS (2020) 2018 UK Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Final Figures; ONS 
(2020) Gross Domestic Product: chained volume measures: Seasonally adjusted ￡m; Defra (2019) UK’s carbon footprint; CCC analysis. 
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BEIS (2020) 2019 UK Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Provisional Figures; BEIS (2020) 2018 UK Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Final Figures; ONS 
(2020) Gross Domestic Product: chained volume measures: Seasonally adjusted ￡m; Defra (2019) UK’s carbon footprint; CCC analysis. 

But UK consumption emissions are only down by 16%  
(emissions embedded in imports produced overseas but 
consumed in the UK) 

The phase-out of coal - UK 

Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 



Most of the GHG emissions reduction is in the power sector ... 

The phase-out of coal - UK 

Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 



... this is partly due to an increase in the use of renewables 

The phase-out of coal - UK 

Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 



... but also due to a reduction in the use of fossil fuels, particularly 
coal 

The phase-out of coal - UK 

Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 



When the EU’s Large Combustion Plant Directive (LCPD) came into 
force in 2008, there were 21 coal fired power stations . 
All but 3 have closed or been converted to biomass since  then. 

The LCPD specified limits to be imposed on carbon emitters.  
It was replaced by the Industrial Emissions Directive (2016-present) 

The phase-out of coal - UK 

Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 



Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 

In 2020, the world invested $76 billion in coal supply. 

World Resources Institute  

The phase-out of coal - Global 



Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 

The phase-out of coal - UK 



Fossil fuels - UK 

Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 

In phase 1, emissions alone would be the equivalent of the 
annual GHG emissions of 16 coal-fired power plants 

Friends of the Earth 

The UK Government is considering licensing exploration of a 
vast new North Atlantic oil field at Cambo, west of Shetland 



Fossil fuels - UK 

Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 

On 3rd September 2020, the Oil and Gas Authority offered 
for award 113 licence areas to 65 companies 
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Fossil fuels - Global 
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Fossil fuels - Global 



Andreas Habich/Climate Visuals 

Global Fossil Fuel Subsidies Remain Large -  IMF Working Paper.  

Efficient fossil fuel pricing in 2015 would have lowered global carbon 
emissions by 28% 

53% of the G20’s stimulus for the energy sector supports fossil fuels.  

World Resources Institute  

20 fossil fuel companies are responsible for about one-third of all 
greenhouse gas emissions worldwide 

The conversation  

Fossil fuels - Global 

Over 70% of some of world’s biggest corporate emitters failed to 
disclose the effects of climate risk in 2020 financial statements. 

Flying Blind: The glaring absence of climate risk in financial reporting - 
Carbon Tracker   

https://www.imf.org/~/media/Files/Publications/WP/2019/WPIEA2019089.ashx


1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and 
keep 1.5 degrees within reach 
To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will 
need to: 
• accelerate the phase-out of coal 
• curtail deforestation 
• speed up the switch to electric vehicles 
• encourage investment in renewables. 

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

Glasgow Evening Times 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 



• Between 2001 and 2015, over 300 million hectares of 
tree cover was lost: nearly the size of India. 

• Deforestation accounts for 8% of the world’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. If it were a country it would 
rank third in CO2 emissions, after China and the US. 

Deforestation 

Global Witness: How banks, deforestation and the climate crisis are linked 

Klaus Postfrom/FreeImages 



Deforestation 

Brazil  
-1.45million ha/yr 

Indonesia 
-579,000 ha/yr 

Tanzania  
-469,000 ha/yr 

China  
+1.94million ha/yr 

India  
+266,000 ha/yr 

Nearly all deforestation occurs in tropical and subtropical countries 

Klaus Postfrom/FreeImages 



Deforestation 
70% to 80% of deforestation is driven by conversion of 
primary forest to agriculture or tree plantations  

Klaus Postfrom/FreeImages 



• More than 300 banks and investors backed 6 of the 
world’s most harmful agribusinesses to the tune $44bn 
from 2013 to 2019. 

• The UK was the single-largest provider of international 
credit and investment [involved in or closely linked to 
deforestation] between 2013-2019, providing $6.5bn in 
financing. 

Deforestation 

Global Witness: How banks, deforestation and the climate crisis are linked 

Klaus Postfrom/FreeImages 



The UK’s imported deforestation footprint 

Between 2001 and 2015, 
the UK was a net 
deforester to the tune of 
1,574km2:  an area 
equivalent to the size of 
Greater London 

Deforestation 

Global Witness: How banks, deforestation and the climate crisis are linked 

Klaus Postfrom/FreeImages 



1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and 
keep 1.5 degrees within reach 
To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will 
need to: 
• accelerate the phase-out of coal 
• curtail deforestation 
• speed up the switch to electric vehicles 
• encourage investment in renewables. 

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

Glasgow Evening Times 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 



Electric Vehicles 

Government commitment: 
Phase-out of new fossil fuelled vehicle 
sales by 2030, with allowance for 
some hybrids out to 2035 

Charlotte Stowe /Unsplash 



Electric Vehicles 

Charlotte Stowe /Unsplash 



Electric Vehicles 

A coordinated national strategy for charging 
infrastructure is needed, to ensure that provision is 
sufficient and appropriate across all regions of the 
country 

Climate Change Committee: Progress in reducing emissions: 2021 Report 
to Parliament 

Charlotte Stowe /Unsplash 



Electric Vehicles 
Cumulative installed public chargepoints by speed (2011-2020) 

Charlotte Stowe /Unsplash 
Zap Map 



Electric Vehicles 
There's a risk of "charging blackspots" in small towns 
and rural areas unless the rollout speeds up 

Charging Up, Policy Exchange 

Charlotte Stowe /Unsplash 



Electric Vehicles 

During the 2020s, we need to install charge points 5 times faster 
than the current rate 

Charging Up, Policy Exchange 
Charlotte Stowe /Unsplash 



1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and 
keep 1.5 degrees within reach 
To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will 
need to: 
• accelerate the phase-out of coal 
• curtail deforestation 
• speed up the switch to electric vehicles 
• encourage investment in renewables 

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

Glasgow Evening Times 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 



Renewables 



Renewables - UK 

The cost of some renewables has been dropping dramatically... 



Renewables 

Renewables Obligation (2005-2017) and Feed-in Tariffs (2009-
2017) provided payments to renewable electricity generators 

Electricity Market Reform (2011-present) introduced Contracts-
for-Difference, a capacity market, an emissions performance 
standard and a carbon price floor 

UK Green Investment Bank (2012 - 2017) provided investor 
confidence to invest in low-carbon industries such as Offshore 
wind 

EU Emissions Trading System (2005-present) caps power 
emissions across Europe 

And there have been various Government and EU incentives... 

CCC Reducing UK emissions, Progress Report to Parliament, June 2020 

Renewables - UK 



Solid biomass: wood, waste wood, animal and plant biomass 
Waste: includes non-biodegradable waste 
Biogas: landfill and sewage gas, and anaerobic digestion  

Digest of UK Energy Statistics Annual data for UK, 2020 Dept of Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy) 

Use of renewable fuels, 2020  

Renewables - UK 



Generation by fuel, 2020  

Although solid biomass accounts for the largest share of 
renewable fuel, on an output basis (i.e. after conversion losses 
in thermal generation), offshore and onshore wind show a 
higher share at 29% and 25% respectively.  

Digest of UK Energy Statistics Annual data for UK, 2020 Dept of Business, Enery & Industrial Strategy) 

Renewables - UK 



Renewables –  
UK 

Digest of UK Energy Statistics Annual 
data for UK, 2020 Dept of Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy) 

Crown Copyright 2021 

Nicholas Doherty/Unsplash 



Renewables - Global 
Globally hydropower is by far the largest modern renewable 
source. But wind and solar power are both growing rapidly. 

Gary Yost /Unsplash  



Renewables - Global 
If renewable energy targets in the NDCs were implemented, 
renewable capacity would reach over 3.5tw in 2030. This is not 
nearly enough to be compatible with the Paris Agreement, which 
would require renewables to reach 7.7tw globally by 2030 

Nicholas Doherty/Unsplash IRENA (Figures were last updated and verified on 5 April 2021.) 



1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and 
keep 1.5 degrees within reach 
To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will 
need to: 
• accelerate the phase-out of coal 
• curtail deforestation 
• speed up the switch to electric vehicles 
• encourage investment in renewables. 
• Improve the thermal efficiency of buildings (my 

addition) 

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

Glasgow Evening Times 



UK homes are some of the most expensive to heat in Europe 
because of poor maintenance and insulation 

The UK also has one of the highest levels of fuel poverty in 
comparable EU nations 

Thermal efficiency of buildings 

Our World in Data 

Buildings are responsible for about 18% of the UK’s GHG 
emissions 

LEAP 



Progress improving the energy efficiency of buildings has 
stalled since 2012. 

In recent years the government has watered down or 
cancelled a wide range of energy-saving policies, with huge 
drop-offs in rates of energy-efficiency installations.  

Thermal efficiency of buildings 

CCC Progress-in-reducing-emissions-2021-Report-to-Parliament 

LEAP 



The Green Deal 

• Launched in 2013, scrapped in 2015 

• Take-up of loans were much lower than had been 
hoped, with just over 15,000 issued 

• No guarantee that the eventual savings made by 
consumers would match the cost of the loans they take 
out 

• The dept burden stayed with the property no matter 
the tenant. This meant new tenants or owners become 
liable for the payments  

Thermal efficiency of buildings 

Wikipedia 

LEAP 



The Zero Carbon Homes policy 

• Would have ensured that all new dwellings from 2016 
would generate as much energy on-site – through 
renewable sources – as they would use.  

• To be supported by tighter energy efficiency standards 

• Both regulations scrapped in 2016 

Thermal efficiency of buildings 

LEAP 

The Future Homes Standard has been delayed to 2025 



The Green Homes Grant  

• Launched in September 2020, scrapped 6 months later 

• More than 123,000 applications by the end of February, but 
only 5,800 energy efficiency measures had been installed 

• Excessive red tape 

• Difficult to access 

• Marred by scammers and rogue traders 

• People were given conflicting advice  

Thermal efficiency of buildings 

The Guardian, 21st March 2021 

A replacement is expected to be announced as part of the 
autumn spending review 

LEAP 



2. Adapt to protect communities and natural 
habitats 
The climate is already changing and it will continue to 
change even as we reduce emissions, with devastating 
effects. 
At COP26 we need to work together to enable and 
encourage countries affected by climate change to: 
• protect and restore ecosystems 

• build defences, warning systems and resilient infrastructure and 

agriculture to avoid loss of homes, livelihoods and even lives  

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

Glasgow Evening Times 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 



Over 20 countries have joined the Adaptation Action 
Coalition, building on the 2019 Call for Action on 
Adaptation and Resilience signed by over 120 countries. 

1500+ businesses, investors, regions & cities have joined 
the Race to Resilience. 

Over 40 countries and organisations have joined the 
Risk-Informed Early Action Partnership committing to 
make 1 billion people safer from disaster by 2025. 

Adaptation 

UK Government - COP26 Explained 

Chris Gallagher/Unsplash  



Efforts to manage climate risks in the UK have been 
“underfunded and ignored” leaving the nation 
vulnerable to rising temperatures 

Adaptation 

CCC - Climate Change Risk Assessment 

Chris Gallagher/Unsplash  



Many low-lying coastal cities and small islands will be 
exposed to risks of flooding and land loss annually by 2050 

Adaptation 



Potential risk factors  
• disruption to food supplies 
• loss of bio-diversity 
• more rapid spread of disease, pests and 

invasive species 
• climate-induced migration  
• international violent conflict 
• and many more... 

Adaptation 



Proposed measures to improve resilience  
• The Foreign Office should “work to reduce underlying 

vulnerabilities and not just respond to disasters” in its 
overseas programmes.   

• The UK government should commit to more 
adaptation financing and capacity building to help 
developing nations implement adaptation actions 

• The Cabinet Office should develop a UK Resilience 
Strategy. 

Adaptation 

CCC - Climate Change Risk Assessment 



3. Mobilise finance 
To deliver on our first two goals, developed countries 
must make good on their promise to mobilise at least 
$100bn in climate finance per year by 2020.  

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

Glasgow Evening Times 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 



Climate finance –  
the $100bn commitment 

“developed country Parties commit ... to a goal of 
mobilizing jointly USD 100 billion per year by 2020 
to address the needs of developing countries”. 

COP15 Copenhagen Accord in 2009, formalized in the COP16 
Cancun Agreements in 2010, and reaffirmed as a key element of 
the COP21 Paris Agreement in 2015. 

John McArthur/Unsplash  



USA 25% 

Russia 6% 

India 3% 

China 13% 
Japan 4% 

EU 28 22% 

Climate finance –  
who is responsible? 

Share of global cumulative CO2 emissions since 1751 

John McArthur/Unsplash  



Climate finance – who provides it? 

“Starting with the $100bn per year by 2020, the whole climate 
finance system must scale up, urgently. A step change is needed” 

Delivering on the $100 billion Climate finance commitment and transforming climate 
finance. Independent expert group on climate finance, Dec. 2020 

John McArthur/Unsplash  



Counting private and non-grant finance: 

In 2018, loans represented 74% of public climate finance. 
Grants represented just 20% 

“far too much of the climate finance ... is in the form of loans 
that force poorer nations to fall further into debt as they 
struggle with the impacts of climate change” 

Critiques of assessments of progress towards meeting the 
$100bn goal 

Climate finance 

Oxfam, Climate Finance Shadow report 2020: Assessing Progress Towards the 
$100 Billion Commitment, 2020 
Oxfam reaction to OECD report on climate finance, Nov. 2020 

John McArthur/Unsplash  



Counting finance that is not climate-relevant: 
“bilateral climate finance specifically targeting climate action 
could be $10.5–13.5bn lower than reported figures for 2017-
2018 suggest.”  

Critiques of assessments of progress towards meeting the 
$100bn goal 

Climate finance 

Oxfam, Climate Finance Shadow report 2020: Assessing Progress Towards the 
$100 Billion Commitment, 2020 

John McArthur/Unsplash  



Shortfalls in the quality and composition of climate finance 
• grant finance is too low and rising too slowly  
• finance for adaptation has been neglected and is 

inadequate (Currently, just one-fifth of international 
climate finance goes to adaptation) 

• inadequate focus on the needs of Least Developed 
Countries and Small Island Developing States 

• many countries face obstacles in accessing climate finance 

Critiques of assessments of progress towards meeting the 
$100bn goal 

Delivering on the $100 billion Climate finance commitment and transforming climate 
finance. Independent expert group on climate finance, Dec. 2020 

Climate finance 

John McArthur/Unsplash  



4. Work together to deliver 
At COP26 we must: 
• finalise the Paris Rulebook (the detailed rules that 

make the Paris Agreement operational) 
• accelerate action to tackle the climate crisis through 

collaboration between governments, businesses and 
civil society. 

What do we need to achieve at 
COP26? 

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 Official website 

Glasgow Evening Times 



Resolve issues around carbon markets 

• Create a robust system of carbon credits 
• Decide how to avoid double-counting of emissions 

reductions  
• Agree whether pre-2020 credits generated under the 

Kyoto Protocol should continue to apply to emissions 
targets under the Paris Agreement.  

Finalise the ‘Paris Rulebook’ 



Strengthen transparency requirements 

• Put in place a universal system that encourages all 
countries to keep to their commitments. 

• Agree details of the formats countries will use to track 
and report their GHG emissions, climate action and 
support.  

Finalise the ‘Paris Rulebook’ 



Finalise the ‘Paris Rulebook’ 

Set new goals for global climate finance 

• Start negotiations on a new collective finance target, 
which must be agreed before 2025 



COP26 Summary - 
how is the UK doing? 

“The UK’s record to date is strong in parts, but it has ... 
not yet provided a coherent plan to reduce emissions in 
the critical decade ahead” 

Progress in reducing emissions 2021 Report to Parliament, CCC, June 2021 

“There’s a general feeling that the government is quite 
keen to present itself as more ambitious, … but less keen 
to deliver against those things with difficult policy 
decisions.” 

Chris Stark, CCC chief executive 

Glasgow Evening Times 



Several key strategies and plans are not yet published, or 
have been delayed. At the start of June 2021, the 
following had not been published: 
• Heat and Buildings Strategy,  
• Transport Decarbonisation Plan, 
• (the final) HM Treasury Net Zero review, 
• Net Zero Aviation Strategy  
• Nature Strategy 

“Together these imply a significant ambition gap: current 
Government commitments ... cover less than half of the 
path to Net Zero.” 

Progress in reducing emissions 2021 Report to Parliament, CCC, June 2021 

COP26 Summary - 
how is the UK doing? 

Glasgow Evening Times 



COP26 Summary –  
areas where international 

agreement is needed  

Sort out NDCs 

• All countries must have up-to-date NDCs 

• Inadequate NDCs must be improved 

• Prepare much more ambitious NDCs for the next 5 
years 

Glasgow Evening Times 



Mobilise climate finance 

• Ensure the $100bn/yr target is met 

• Increase the $100bn/yr target for 2025 

• Tighten up the rules on financial obligations, loans, 
greenwashing, etc 

COP26 Summary –  
areas where international 

agreement is needed  

Glasgow Evening Times 



Finalise the Paris Rulebook 

• Put in place a system that encourages all countries to 
keep to their commitments 

• Set common timeframes 

• Improve transparency 

• Resolve issues around carbon markets 

COP26 Summary –  
areas where international 

agreement is needed  

Glasgow Evening Times 



COP26 
Questions 
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